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Maharashtra University of Health Sciences wants separate 

UGC for medical universities 

Monday, Nov 25, 2013, 2:00 IST | Place: Pune | Agency: DNA, Sandip Dighe   

Currently, it has to depend upon the state and ICMR to get funds 

Following the issues of irregular fund allocation to the medical universities and its affiliated medical colleges, 

the Maharashtra University of Health Sciences (MUHS) has written to the central government to give them a 

separate Medical University Grants Commission. Currently, MUHS has to depend upon the state government as 

well as the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) to get funds.  

The University Grants Commission (UGC), which is a statutory organisation, has been charged with the 

coordination, determination and maintenance of the standards of university education, only gives recognition to 

medical institutes. For funds and financial help, medical universities have to rely on the central government as 

well as state government. 

“MUHS is registered with UGC under section 2 (f), which defines that the UGC will only work as a recognition 

body for the medical institutions affiliated to MUHS. However if we have get funds from the UGC, we have to 

get registered with UGC under section 12 (B),” said Arun Jamkar, the vice chancellor, MUHS, Nashik.  

He said that since MHUS is not registered with UGC as per section 12 (B), they are not supposed to get the 

financial aid from the UGC. Jamkar said they have to solely rely on the state government as well as the central 

government for the allocation of funds for development of the universities and the colleges affiliated to them. 

He said that currently MUHS is getting funds from Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) for the 

research in the medical field and for the infrastructure and the development of the university, they have to rely 

on the state and central government.  

“There are several medical universities in the country, however these universities are finding it difficult to get 

the sufficient funds and due to that the development of the universities and the colleges gets stalled,” said 

Jamkar. 

In its request to the Central Health Ministry, Secretary Keshav Desiraju, MUHS has demanded that once the 

separate Medical University Grant Commission comes into force, Rs 100 crore funds should be made available 

for university to achieve the various objectives and after that Rs 20 Crore should be allocate to the medical 

colleges so that they can use them for the development of the infrastructure of the campus, equipments and 

other stuff.  

India Vision 2030 

TNN | Nov 25, 2013, 06.07 AM IST 

The 9th FICCI Higher Education Summit 2013 took place from November 13-14 and was inaugurated by 

Shashi Tharoor, minister of state, MHRD. The theme of the summit this year was 'Building Networks for 

Transforming Indian Higher Education-Enabling to Deliver Value.' A FICCI-EY Knowledge Paper titled 

'Higher Education in India: Vision 2030' and a paper on 'Governance in Indian Higher Education and 

Leveraging ICT in Higher Education in India' was released to support the roadmap to achieve the Vision 2030 

goals. FICCI felicitated Sushma Berlia, president, Apeejay Education Society and Chancellor of Apeejay Stya 

http://www.dnaindia.com/authors/sandip-dighe
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/9th-FICCI-Higher-Education-Summit-2013
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University, for 'Outstanding Contribution to Education.' She was honoured for her support in making FICCI a 

leading voice in the higher education space.  

 

This two-day summit saw the participation of more than 650 delegates and speakers from universities, higher 

education institutions, government, industry and policy makers from both India and abroad. 

RUSA, the way forward in higher education in states 

Author: S P Thyagarajan  

 Published Date: Nov 24, 2013 6:00 AM , Indian Express 
 Last Updated: Nov 24, 2013 12:36 AM  

India achieved a Gross Enrolment Ratio of 18.8% in higher education by 2012 through expansion schemes 

under the XIth Five Year Plan (FYP). Recent higher education surveys have documented three aspects. One, 

quantitative expansion has not always led to quality enhancement. Two, employability of engineering graduates 

ranges between 20% and 40%, but that of arts and science graduates is only around 10%. Three, a survey 

revealed value degradation and decline in gratitude to teachers by 61%. 

To address the mismatch between expansion vis-a-vis quality of employable, value-inculcated graduates and to 

bridge the quality gap, a multidimensional reforms package has been evolved by UGC in its XIIth FYP 

document. 

As 94% of students’ pool is through 33,023 colleges affiliated to 316 universities, which are seats of expansion, 

innovative reforms in colleges and in the process of affiliation to universities have been formulated in XIIth 

FYP. These have been further necessitated by the compounded load of affiliated colleges. For instance, 

Osmania University has 901 affiliated colleges and Pune University 811. The system is, thus, stifling quality 

enhancement of state universities. 

After assessment of the requirements for these reforms and the limitations of UGC, the government has evolved 

the Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA), a Centrally sponsored scheme for higher education, in a 

mission-mode to focus on state higher educational institutions. 

Besides, certain other reforms have also been initiated. These include a proposal to limit the number of colleges 

to be affiliated to any university to 100; encourage large autonomous colleges to develop into universities; 

create college cluster universities by clustering a minimum of 50 colleges in a city or district; and allowing 

Central and state universities to have 5-10 constituents, autonomous colleges, to be mentored by the parent 

university as “model colleges”. These schemes are being funded with proportionate participations of state 

governments. 

RUSA envisages elevating 45 out of the 441 autonomous colleges as unitary universities, establishing ‘model 

colleges’ in educationally backward districts and infrastructure strengthening of state colleges. A `25,000-crore 

package of quality rejuvenation schemes for state universities and colleges has been approved by which 316 

universities and 13,024 government and aided colleges would receive performance-linked funding. 

It is for the first time since Independence that state-level higher education institutions are being funded by the 

Centre with a budget of `1,28,000 crore. The skewed funding pattern as of the XIth FYP by UGC can be better 

understood by the fact that `5,606 crore of the `6,776 crore (82.7%) was provided to Central universities and 

their colleges which are producing only 6% of the total students, while state universities and colleges which 

contribute 94% of students’ pool are provided with only 17.3% of UGC funds. 
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Hence RUSA is an excellent opportunity to the state universities to upgrade educational and research ambience 

of infrastructure, knowledge resources and skill development expertise to produce international quality 

manpower. It should also be underscored that the upgraded colleges and universities would be mentored for 

high-quality research outputs with fund-associated expertise through RUSA. 

Considering that teachers are the backbone of educational reforms, any genuine service-related/administrative 

concerns highlighted by teacher bodies have to be parallely remedied by governments. The bodies also have to 

pragmatically approach this reform scheme and provide collective wisdom for further quality refinement. 

Resistance to change is born out of inadequate understanding. The concern is whether we want higher education 

manpower to acquire international-level expertise with high employability or dwindle in mediocrity? 

(The author is former V-C, University of Madras. He can be reached at profspt@gmail.com) 

 

 


